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A Former Professor’s Journey from Academia to Incarceration  

Reveals the Humanity and Hard Truths of America’s Justice System 

 

October 31, 2025 – DENVER, CO – Outskirts Press, Inc. announces the release of A Past That Lies Before Me by 

Steve Clark, Ph.D., a gripping and deeply introspective memoir that exposes the realities of the criminal justice 

and correctional systems through the eyes of a university professor turned inmate. Clark’s story captures the 

collision between intellect, faith, and survival within a system he calls the “Entanglement System.” 

When Dr. Steve Clark, a respected immunologist and university professor, found himself 

facing criminal charges, he expected fairness from the legal process. Instead, he 

encountered a series of injustices and bureaucratic coldness that would reshape his 

understanding of humanity. What began as a legal ordeal became a transformative 

experience marked by humiliation, despondency, revelation, and ultimately redemption. 

A Past That Lies Before Me is a raw and honest narrative that brings readers inside the walls 

of jail life — from the desperation of great loss, and indifference of the healthcare system 

to the quiet acts of grace among inmates. With both humor and heartbreak, Clark chronicles the profound 

challenges of re-entering society after incarceration, while illuminating the failures and unexpected blessings 

that emerge in confinement. 

“When he entered the jail, fellow inmates called him ‘perfesser.’ When he left, they called him ‘pastor.’” This 

transformation is at the heart of Clark’s memoir — a story of accountability, loss, and spiritual growth. 

 

Learn more at https://outskirtspress.com/apastthatliesbeforeme 
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About the Author: 

 

Steve Clark, Ph.D., is a retired university professor with a distinguished career in biomedical research and 

academia. He holds a Ph.D. in Immunology, was a Special Fellow of the Leukemia Society of America, and 

directed an NIH-funded graduate program. Over his career, Dr. Clark published dozens of scientific papers and 

holds two drug patents. He has taught medical and graduate students about cancer biology, genetics, and 

research ethics. Now retired, Clark continues to write and blog on social and scientific topics, including his 

forthcoming book on the COVID pandemic. 

 

 

About Outskirts Press: Outskirts Press is a full-service, award-winning self-publishing and book marketing 
company dedicated to helping authors publish, distribute and promote their books worldwide. With 
personalized services and professional publishing support, Outskirts Press empowers authors to bring their 
stories to life and reach global audiences with confidence. 
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